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Dear friends, for a long time now I have had on my agenda this meeting with you and you have always been present in my mind, in my heart and in my prayers.  Today I am here to live with you these days of the CIAO Youth Encounter.  For all of us, this moment is a source of great hope.
The treasure of the Salesian Youth Movement is entrusted to you and together we are called to strengthen and to make it grow.

I would like to tell you an African story.

“A hundred years ago, there was an African kingdom called Kingdom of Segu.  There was a warrior named Kabou Badji Samaké.  He was famous because of his strength, his skill in the use of weapons, his energy and his way of leading.  The king of Segu made him chief of all warriors of the kingdom.
Kabou Badji Samaké had to leave so he went to consult his friend, an old holy man of Segu who knew how to read the future in the sand.
“Don’t go to this war,” he said to Kabou, “because you will not be able to come back anymore”.
Since he could not disobey the king’s command, Kabou Badji Samaké went to bid farewell to his friends, his old mother, his children, his brothers, the chiefs of the village and all his relatives.

“I am going to this war and I know that I will not be coming back.  Therefore I appoint my eldest brother to take my place.  Before I leave I would like to give you my last advice, I hope you would remember it; each one of you, go and get a small stick.”

All the people left and came back holding a small stick which they got from different trees.  There was silence as they gathered under a tree.  Kabou Badji Samaké said to his eldest brother:  “Oh my brother, you should break the stick which you are holding, break it in front of everyone!  The brother raised his hand and in front of everyone broke the stick.  Then Kabou Badji Samaké asked each one to give him their stick.  He put them together, tied them and made a bundle which he gave to his brother saying: “Oh my brother, break this bundle which I made from the sticks which the people gave me, break it!  His brother, who was big and strong, took the bundle and tried to break it but was unable to.  Then Kabou Badji Samaké addressed the people saying:  “here is the advice I would like to give you, if you will stay alone, others could divide you, but if you have trust in each other, if each one does his duty, if you do not listen to those who want to divide you, you will be like this bundle, and no one can divide you.”
You see, the Salesian Youth Movement is a meeting together of various groups which share common ideals and values.  These groups are different and with different interests:  sports, tourism, theatre, dance, faith experience…  However, they have one very important thing in common: they look up to St. John Bosco and Sr. Maria Domenica Mazzarello.  No youth group within the Salesian Family is outside the Salesian Youth Movement. 
You have prepared this great Asian youth encounter for young people of our FMA houses, in order to share your experiences and to get to know a Movement which already exists in different parts of the world, the Salesian Youth Movement.  You are already a part of this Movement because you breathe the air of a Salesian environment.  However, I would like to talk to you about the spirituality which gives life to the members of the Salesian Youth Movement in the whole world.  If we are strong, the Salesian Youth Movement will continue to grow and all of us would be a part of this marvellous adventure of love and of self-giving. 
A movement that looks up to don Bosco and Maria Domenica Mazzarello
The SYM looks up to St. John Bosco and St. Maria Domenica Mazzarello, two educators who did not only dedicate their lives for the young, but have also proposed a style of life that leads to happiness here on earth in order to have its fullness in God.  They knew how to stay with the young, to strengthen in them that which is beautiful and attractive, in order to develop that gift of God that is in them.
A Movement that lives the values of the Salesian Youth Spirituality
The Salesian Youth Spirituality is not an idea.  It is lived by many young people, laity and religious all over the world.  It gives a taste of heaven to everyday life.  It gives meaning to what we do, and an ideal for whom we could stake our whole life. 
To live the Salesian Youth Spirituality is to find spaces in our everyday life in order to strengthen our friendship with God who has created us, to listen to His word and to put it into practice.

All of you want to be protagonists of life, you want to be happy, to fulfil your deepest desires.

In Salesian places you will come across a proposal, a way of life: the Salesian Youth Spirituality which is known by society and by the Church as the Spirit’s gift to the Salesian Family and to young people.  

Spirituality “is to live everyday life in the mystery of God” and to let ourselves be guided by Him;

Youthful, this project is for young people and has a youthful style.  However, it doesn’t mean that it is superficial and less demanding.
Salesian, since it is based on Don Bosco’s and Maria Mazzarello’s proposal of living a quality life.  

The values are clear and they ask for one’s commitment.
1.- God’s presence in everyday living.

The first proposal of the SYS is to see God’s presence in everyday life.  
God takes care of you, you are in His hands.  All of us need this certainty: God looks for you, takes care of you, is present to you.  
2. A spirituality of joy rooted in the Paschal mystery that is expressed in action.
A spirituality rooted in the Paschal mystery helps us to live with hope.  For us Christians, our hope is the Risen Christ.  Hope is a gift for all.  To accept this gift is to look at the future even in the midst of uncertainties.  Hope is to fix our gaze on the Risen Christ, who has overcome death and destruction.  
What are the signs of hope?  They are not found in success or when things go well.  Hope is present whenever we are able to look with great love at a negative situation.  
The Salesian Youth Spirituality is a spirituality of celebration and joy, a sign of our gratitude to Him who has given us life.  D. Bosco and Saint Maria Mazzarello have taught it to us so that we may always have hope in our everyday life:  “Courage and always great joy.  This is the sign of a heart that loves the Lord much” (Letter, nº 60).  Joy does not take away the cross.  Rather, it puts it at the centre of life.  You must look at your crosses with the light of the Risen Christ who gives the fullness of life.  
3. A spirituality of friendship and personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  
When life is lived as a mystery and with joy, it attains a different meaning.  It becomes a celebration.  
Earlier we have said that everyday living is the place of God’s presence.  This means that our life is one of the ways through which God makes himself present.  However, He also makes himself present through other ways, for example in prayer.  These moments should not be separated from our everyday living because they are moments that give a special touch to everyday life.  
4. A spirituality of communion with the Church lived in the groups and in the Educating Community. 
We are members of the Church.  Each one of us is responsible for the mission Jesus has entrusted to His Church:  to be at the service of God’s Kingdom.  Young people evangelizing other young people.  Young people serving other young people.  This is the basis of service lived in gratuity and motivated by the Gospel.  We do not give things, we give life, fullness of life, according to the example of Jesus of Nazareth.   
5. A spirituality of responsible service and pastoral commitment for Christian transformation.  
Service will open your horizons to the social dimension, to commitment for justice and solidarity.  Do not ever forget that life is a vocation, a call.  To be believers in a multi-religious society demands that we be clear of our identity and become the voice of the voiceless.  Service and social responsibility is the expression of active citizenship.  There, where life is threatened, you must defend it.  There, where different forms of injustice exist, you must be able to proclaim the truth.  There, where there is oppression, you must show that it is possible to live authentic freedom.  
6. A spirituality entrusted to Mary’s maternal help.  
We always have a mother who holds us by the hand, Mary, our strong and powerful help.  We feel her presence in difficult moments and whenever we offer the gift of ourselves.  When our journey is smooth, she is a Mother who takes delight in the progress of her children.  In moments of darkness, of defeat, of doubt, of the desire to abandon everything, She is beside us, sustaining us in our uncertainty, staying with us, as she has stayed with Jesus on His journey to Calvary.  
Don Bosco and Maria Mazzarello propose a youthful spirituality that is centered on Mary.  This is because  Mary occupied a special place in their life.  Turn to her not only to ask for help.  Rather, look at her and discover the face of a woman who truly believed and made herself available to the Father.  
The treasure that we have received as members of the Salesian Youth Movement is not something that is abstract.  Rather, it is very close to us, because it is God himself who invites us to follow Him.  He is God with us.  During the recent Asian Missionary Congress held in Chiang Mai, there were different moments of sharing.  One of the more touching experiences was that of a group from Thailand that is helping tribes living in the mountain.  These people do not know how to read and write and they struggle for daily survival.  How did these young people from Thailand become interested in these tribes?   I think I know the answer.  These people, young like you, have made a personal encounter with Him who has invited them to follow the way of service.  These young people do not only want to offer gratuitous service but to lead others to meet Him who has changed their life.

They tell, not with words, of their personal meeting with Christ.  They narrate their experience through their service, through living with these people who are most needy, who have less opportunities
With their life they tell the story of an encounter that has radically changed them.  May these days give us the opportunity to discover how to serve in gratuity.  May we discover the joy of belonging to Him who has come to give life and life to the full, especially for you young people
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