STELLA MATUTINA PROVINCE HOSTS CIAO VERIFICA TRIENNALE 

by Sr. Jessica Salvaña, FMA
From February 9 – February 13, Mo. Antonia Colombo with 4 other members of the General Council, namely Sr. Yvonne Reungoat, Sr. Ciri Hernandez, Sr. Candida Aspesi, Sr. Wilma de Souza, 30 delegates from the CIAO Provinces and 1 invited, in the person of Sr. Maria Ko, gathered at the Provincial House of Stella Matutina Province Seoul, Korea for the Verifica Triennale (Triennial Evaluation). 
The Triennial Evaluation is an important part in the life of every Inter-provincial Conference in order to take a glance at the journey of every Province three years after the General Chapter. The Philippine Province was represented by Sr. Alice Fulgencio, who is elected as the new CIAO President; Sr. Melanie Pilar; Sr. Jessica Salvaña; Sr. Juliet de Leon, representative from Papua New Guinea; and Mrs. Adelaida Tomada, representative from the Educating Community.  
The celebration of the Holy Eucharist on February 8 marked the beginning of the Triennial Evaluation. In the evening, the delegates received a warm welcome from the young people, Aspirants, Novices and Sisters of the Korean Province.

The 5-day encounter was nourished with the words of Mother General who preceded every encounter with her conference giving a special note on the First Community of Mornese as the Institute celebrates the 125th Death Anniversary of Maria Domenica Mazzarello.

The entire work of the Evaluation Days was accompanied by the Biblical Icon of the Wedding Feast at Cana, deepened by Sr. Maria Ko and who guided the delegates to the re-reading of the text on the 2nd day. After having nourished each other with the Word of God, the delegates were then ready to listen to the sharing of the steps taken by every Province to actualize the Orientation of the 21st General Chapter. After the sharing on the 2nd  and 3rd day, there was a moment for questions and  clarifications on certain aspects noted from the sharing. 

The 4th Day (February 11) was spent in the presentation of the proposal for the Deepening of the Constitutions and the Guidelines for the Educative Mission of the FMA. 
The 5th Day, instead, was a Day of Prayer in view of helping the delegates discern the theme to be proposed for the 22nd General Chapter. It was a day dedicated to silence enriched by a Pilgrimage to the Jeoldusan Martyrs’ Shrine, a sacred place where thousands of Catholic believers were martyred bearing witness to their faith during the Pyong-in persecution in 1866. The visit to this place was an opportune moment to have a glimpse of the history of the Korean Catholic Church. 

The last day of the encounter was dedicated to the identification of the priority steps to be taken in the years to follow before the 22nd General Chapter. Finally, the Evaluation Days concluded with an offering of the fruit of their labor before the Lord at the Celebration of the Eucharist creatively animated by the Korean Province.

A very notable experience of the CIAO Verifica Triennale is that, though the delegates came from different cultures and realities, there was no difficulty in bonding with each other. A fraternal, joyful and familiar climate that reigned throughout the intense days of working together was very evident. Everyone felt, and that includes our lone lay participant, that it was truly an Inter-Provincial Family where language, color, cultural differences are not a hindrance to build communion. As Mrs. Tomada aptly expressed, the experience of the Verifica Triennale is indeed a “reflection of unity in diversity”.

