FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 10, 2008 –  Tenth Tuesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”     (Matthew 5, 16)                                   
How should we live this Word
Today’s Liturgy leads us to a deeper understanding of the Sermon on the Mount.  By living the Beatitudes as true disciples, we not only mature, but if we are really following Jesus, we will be consumed by a fire of love that will make us feel the urgency of inflaming others as well; our family, our co-workers, our peers, our parish, whatever place we live in.  Jesus Himself calls us the ‘salt of the earth’.  Salt serves to give taste to food and when it fails to do this, ‘it is thrown out and trod underfoot’.  Jesus reinforces this image with another.  ‘You are the light of the world.  A lamp is lit to be placed on a stand so as to give light to all those in the house’.  
Thus we are called to give flavor to the world so that God’s light may shine before our sisters and brothers.  The light is our life with all its good works that witnesses to an intimate rapport with God the Father in Heaven.  Thus we will draw all toward Him.  Others need to understand from our words and our way of acting, that we belong to Jesus and we carry within our heart a certainty that motivates  our hope and our love.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask myself if I am salt that gives flavor or am I insipid?  Am I a light that shines and illumines the way for others or do I hide, keeping my light only for myself?
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as it  was in the beginning, is now, and forever will be.  Amen!
The voice of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 20th Century martyr
Jesus’ call to us is a call to die.  Perhaps not as a martyr like the first disciples who were called to leave home, family, country.  Yet, it is the same death, death in Christ, death of the old person and the resurrection of the new creature.
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