FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 10, 2008 –  Saturday after Ascension  
From the Word of the Day

“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?  Follow me!”     (John 21, 22)                                   

How should we live this Word
Today’s passage is located at the end of John’s Gospel.  It starts with Peter’s curiosity regarding John’s future.  Jesus had just spoken to Peter of his violent end, but for God’s glory.  Now, seeing John, he asks Jesus, ‘Lord, what will become of him?’.  Jesus does not discuss John’s future, but He uses the episode to make clear to Peter and to us today, that what counts  for each is the witness of a personal and intimate life with Him, living the Gospel message, and doing God’s will with the Holy Spirit’s help.  Jesus invites Peter to occupy himself with the ‘follow Me’.  Today, we too receive the same invitation. 
How often we too let  ourselves be overcome by curiosity about the why and the how others do what they do.  We reason and elucidate about their intentions, interpreting the signs of the Lord’s presence in their lives!  All things that really do not concern us!

In the sayings of the desert Fathers, we read that Abbot Anthony one day asked the Lord, ‘Lord, why do some people die young and others at a very old age? Why are some poor and others rich?  Why is it that the evil ones are rich and the just are poor?’  A voice reached him that said, ‘Anthony mind your own business.  These are God’s judgments.  It is not good for you to know them’.  
All of us have our road to follow according to God’s will.  We must let God be God and accept that He is mystery and we are not capable of knowing His ways.  We can lose a lot of time and energy thinking and speaking about the concerns of others, while Jesus underlines that for Peter and for us, what counts is our faith witness and the love in our own life as convinced Christians.  Jesus repeats to us what He said to Peter, ‘Follow Me’.
In my pause for silent contemplation, with the Holy Spirit’s help, I will reflect on my life and I will ask myself if my heart is really focused on Jesus. Does Jesus’ saying ‘follow Me’ challenge me as a personal invitation to a life of more intimate relationship with God and of more transparency with others?
The voice of Henri Nouwen, spiritual author
Lord my God, grant me the courage to live and work like Jesus for a new heaven and a new earth.  Help me to be faithful to the vision You have given me so that everywhere I go and for whomever I meet, I may be a sign of Your renewing Love.
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