FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 11, 2008 –  Tenth Wednesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Preach as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand’.”     (Matthew 10, 7)                                   
How should we live this Word
Today’s Gospel passage is situated immediately after the call of the twelve.  It is a teaching of Jesus for His apostles that can benefit us as well, His disciples of the 21st century.  Jesus stresses the priority of preaching the kingdom and the duty to verify the Word with the witness of a simple life, free from all that is superfluous.  The worker has a right to what is necessary for life, but we must not seek profit nor many comforts.  Instead, we need to trust the Lord.  ‘Gratuitously we have received and gratuitously we give.’
This way of being singles out Jesus’ true followers.  The disciple will be like the Master.  Our words and the witness of our lives proclaim that ‘the kingdom of God is at hand’. In fact, from the moment of Jesus’ resurrection, the kingdom is present, all around us and within us.  Thus we can enjoy the certainty that gives us great interior peace, the fruit of one who loves, believes, and hopes all from the Lord.

St. Barnabas, whose feast the Church celebrates today, is a good example of a faithful disciple.  After he renounced his goods and put all at the disposition of the apostles (Acts 4, 36), Barnabas dedicated himself with enthusiasm to preaching the kingdom of God in the Church at Antioch.  Then he accompanied Paul in his missionary activity and finally to Salamina, Cyprus where he was martyred.  

Even more recently, other disciples of Jesus have faithfully followed the teaching and example of the Master:  Hèlder Camera, Oscar Romero, Don Pugliesi, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Jean Vanier, Chiara Lubich, to name a few who in one way or another responded with love and generosity to the Lord’s call to preach with their very lives that ‘the Kingdom of heaven is at hand’.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will think of a person who, according to me, witnesses that the kingdom of God is near and I will look at myself with humility and sincerity.
Lord, down through the centuries, men and women have been ready to give their life so that Your Kingdom would spread throughout the world.  Help me to grow in love so that I may become an authentic disciple of Your Kingdom.  Give me the courage to share gratuitously the sisters and brothers with whom I live and work.  Mary, please help me.
The voice of Mother Theresa of Calcutta, Foundress
His ways are so beautiful.  Just think, God omnipotent bends so low in order to love you and me, to use us and make us feel that He really needs us.  The more the years pass, the more I marvel that His humility continues to increase.  I do not love Him for what He gives, but for what He is, the Bread of Life, the Hungry One.
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