FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 11, 2008 –  Pentecost Sunday  
From the Word of the Day

“He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.”     (John 20, 22)                                   

How should we live this Word
Fifty days after Easter we celebrate the great feast of Pentecost! It is the feast of the Holy Spirit and of the birth of the Church which continues the work of Jesus by means of the Holy Spirit through the Eucharist, the Word, the sacraments, prayer, and Christian life. The theophany on Pentecost day as narrated in the Acts of the Apostles, brings to mind the creation of the world when God formed the heavens, the earth, the waters and then breathed the spirit of life.  In fact, Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit begin a new creation.  After Jesus’ resurrection occurred in the silence and intimacy of the Trinity, Jesus appears to His disciples and, breathing on them said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’.  From that moment on, not only the first disciples, but all Christians are enabled to live the new life in the Spirit and thus witness to the risen Christ.
Certainly, the Holy Spirit is active from the beginning of the world but with Jesus we grasp that the Spirit who scrutinizes all, even God’s depths, wants to be present and active within each Christian and each person of good will.  The Spirit who is Love, comes into human life as a vital force, energy, and gives us a new heart that brings us to act according to Jesus’ teachings, with joy.  The Spirit does not force us, but rather activates us and makes us lovers of Jesus and of His message of salvation and holiness.  This gift is not only for us, it is a testimony to others of God’s greatness.  Those who listen to a Christian ‘should be able to notice in some way, that their eyes have seen and their hands have touched and they should receive light and certainty from our religious experience’ (RdC 186)
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will reflect on the fact that I received the breath of the Spirit on the day of my Baptism which was re-affirmed on the day of Confirmation and even today can be a new Pentecost for me.  A piece of advice.  If you want to better know the Holy Spirit’s activity in human life, read the lives of the saints because each saint is a story of God.  Elizabeth of the Trinity tells us this.
Spirit of God come to dwell in me so that my life, my relationships, prayer, work may all be inspired, illumined, and warmed by Your love.
The voice of St. Frances of Sales, Church Doctor
God placed us in the world to become that which we are, God’s divine image and likeness.  This is the task open to freedom; to become what we are, to fulfill in our existence, the vocation of our being.
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