FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 12, 2008 –  Tenth Thursday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”    
(Matthew 5, 20)                                   
How should we live this Word
This Gospel passage is the continuation of the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus stresses that it is not enough to live according to the Law, we need to imitate His love for God and for neighbor.  We know that Jesus’ love knows no measure.  It is a love ‘to death on the cross’, a love that is compassion, forgiveness, salvation for each one and for all.
Jesus adds to the law, the dimension of love, declaring that it is love that regulates the heart’s intentions and educates us from within.  It is not sufficient to refrain from evil, we need to tend toward the good, to understanding, to justice, and to charity, continually comparing ourselves to Jesus.  This means taking God’s will seriously.

Jesus also insists on the fact that there is an intimate and close rapport between love of God and love of neighbor.  ‘Go first to reconcile yourself with your brother, and then come to offer your gift’.  In God, these two loves become one.  We cannot turn to God sincerely if we have closed our heart to someone.  The more we grow in love of God, the more we are drawn to love every person.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will share with the Lord my desire to truly enter into the Kingdom.  I will ask the Spirit of Love to convert me and educate me from within, so that I may really do God’s will.
Our Father, who are in heaven, holy be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…
The voice of St. John Chrysostom, Church Father
Anger disturbs the heart.  The first step to free ourselves from anger the moment we feel it agitating us is silence.  The second step is to keep in check our thoughts when our soul is upset.  The last step, is to keep ourselves totally immobile when the winds of impurity beat against us.
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