FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 12, 2008 –  Sixth Monday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven, to test him.  And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why does this generation seek a sign?  Truly, I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation’.”     (Mark 8, 11-12)                                   

How should we live this Word
Mark, in his usual terse and immediate style, photographs Jesus’ exquisitely human reaction, ‘a deep sigh’ that bespeaks His sadness at the behavior of the Pharisees.  They have come to the Teacher presumptuously.  They begin their discussion from negative prejudice in His regard.  They consider Him a liar, one who pretends to be the Messiah and instead, He is only a carpenter’s son from Nazareth.  The humility of one who asks out of  need is lacking.  At any cost, they want to back Him into a corner, asking Him for a sign that they are sure He cannot give.  And yet, He has worked abundant miracles, signs from heaven, including that of the multiplication of the loaves and fish which the evangelist Mark has diligently recorded in His Gospel immediately preceding the Pharisees’ demand.
At this point, Jesus asks another question.  “Why does this generation seek a sign?”  The answer is He, Himself.  There will be no other sign for this generation.  The interior dispositions to receive the Son of God do not exist.  Openness and free adhesion are lacking.  Thus the Master distances Himself, respecting the human decision.  But He makes them aware that this impedes the encounter and salvation.
This judgment of Jesus on human closure is certainly terrible and can be applied to our generation as well.  What must we do to open the eyes of our hearts and those of our contemporaries to a humble and honest search for the good, for the true, and for salvation?
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will pray:
Lord, our God, sometimes it seems as though You have abandoned the earth and we want You to reveal Yourself to the people of our times with amazing signs.  Help us to recognize the lack of faith that is hidden in this desire because You have given us the best of signs in Jesus Christ, who gave His life for us.
The voice of M. Blondel, author
The sound of words and the evidence of signs would be nothing if there is not the interior will to accept the light.
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