FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 13, 2008 –  Tenth Friday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“ After the fire a still small voice.  And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  And behold, there came a voice to him, and said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’.”    (1 Kings 19, 12-13)                                   
How should we live this Word
Jesus’ teaching is in continuity with Israel’s Law but it goes beyond the Law with the proclamation  of the Beatitudes and the promise of eternal life.  Living the Beatitudes means allowing ourselves to be totally involved in Jesus’ way of living, changing our actions and also watching over our thoughts, desires, inclinations.  In effect, He leads us to give everything.  He desires nothing less than our heart, our love, not for egotistical possessiveness for then He would not be God-Love, but for our full realization.
Christian life is not a banal, simplistic life. It is a constant tending to live a life that is chaste, moderate, holy; a life in the Spirit.  The Lord does not leave us alone. Life with God, eternal life, begins here and now, from the moment we take Jesus seriously and seek to live fully the will of the Father who is in heaven.  Right from now, He is in us and we are in Him, through that mystery of love which is the Eucharist and life in the Spirit.

 In the first reading from the Book of Kings, we learn from Elijah how to come close to God.  He was in tribulation and he prayed with insistence.  God answered him.  He made Himself known to Elijah, not in noise, but in the murmur of a light breeze, a small voice; not in majesty but in a familiar, intimate way, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’.
It is important for us as well to give God space, to pray with insistence, to be silent within ourselves, in order to receive the Word that God certainly wants to share with us.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit to ‘make me remain tranquil’ in the silence of my heart.  I will pray with loving insistence:

Speak to me, Lord!
The voice of Yves Congar, theologian
During Jesus’ human life, the Holy Spirit made His temple in Him where He held human beings in view of and in the power to assume them as God’s children.  After the Lord’s glorification, the Holy Spirit has this temple in us and in the Church.  He accomplishes in us the same operations of birth, of life as members of Christ’s body, of consummation of this quality in our own bodies, in the glory and in the freedom of God’s children.
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