FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 14, 2008 –  Tenth Saturday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Go back again: for what have I done to you?”    
(1 Kings 19, 20)                                   
How should we live this Word
The first reading of today’s liturgy presents us with the call of Elisha, son of Shaphat, prophet and faithful witness of God for the people of Israel.  God uses Elijah to bring His Word to Elisha, “And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place”.  Elijah prepares Elisha, but it is God who calls him and makes him His witness.
Each one of us is ‘called’.  God called us into existence to enjoy the Love of the Trinity, to be His children forever.  This is the Promise that became reality in Jesus through His life, death and resurrection.  It is a promise full of hope and of joy.  It becomes mine, yours, ours if we adhere to it and accept it with seriousness and responsibility.  The degree of my adherence to this Promise will have consequences for all eternity.  Adherence demands a profound knowledge of Jesus’ message and habitually being with Him, capable of following Him and remaining in His Presence.  Today this is not so easy given our tendency to live in ‘the fleeting moment’, ‘drowned in the present’, without a future to look forward to that gives meaning to our very existence.
However, God continues to call, often using our sisters and brothers with their needs, their counsels, their witness!  We need to be ‘vigilant and attentive’ in order to recognize the signs.  Answering God’s call requires sincerity of heart, which is nourished by frequent contact with Jesus through Lectio Divina and the Eucharist.  It is here that He makes the Father known to us and His plan for us.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will reflect on my call so as to appreciate it and be enthusiastic about really being God’s child.  I will ask the Lord to arouse in me the desire to deepen ever more my knowledge of Him.  I will pray Psalm 15 (16):
I entrust my life to You alone, Lord.
The voice of Thomas Merton, Monk, Hermit, Spiritual Author
We have already received all from Christ.  Now we need to experience what we already possess.  We are invited to find God’s love for each of us everywhere, in the Scriptures, in nature, in our heart, in our daily duties, in solitude.
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