FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 14, 2008 –  Sixth Wednesday of Ordinary Time  
St. Matthias, Apostle
From the Word of the Day

“One of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us -- one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”     (Acts 1, 21-22)                                   

How should we live this Word
Today is the feast of St. Matthias, the last to enter into the community of the Apostles.  Peter indirectly traces his portrait when, after Jesus’ ascension, he tells the small Christian community in Jerusalem that they need to substitute the traitor, Judas Iscariot, once again bringing to twelve the number of the apostles.  He leaves the choice to the brethren in the faith.  Using Peter’s criteria, an election takes place.  They need to select a new apostle ‘from among those who were in the Lord’s company the whole time He lived among us…one who will become, like us, a witness to His resurrection’.  The faithful indicate two persons who have these characteristics.  One is Matthias and one is Joseph called Barsabbas.  
After invoking the Lord, they cast lots.  The lot fell upon Matthias and he was enrolled with the eleven apostles.  Thus He is one of the twelve who was not called directly by Jesus.  Yet, He had been with Him from the beginning to the end of his public life, thus becoming a witness to His death and resurrection.  Peter does not say, a witness to everything, but simply, ‘a witness to His resurrection’.  The other events were known and evident.  Instead, the resurrection came about in a hidden way and was known only to those few.  Led by the Spirit, Peter’s criteria for this choice is an indication of what is important for us as well, for our lives.  For a Christian, what is important is to witness to Jesus’ resurrection through a serene life, a strong hope, an evangelical life.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask myself how my life succeeds to be a witness to the Lord’s resurrection for those near me.
The voice of Sergio Gaspari, contemporary witness
From the glory of Heaven, the Virgin Mother intercedes for all the believers called to earth to make grow the totality of the body of the resurrected Son through the gift of the Spirit of Pentecost.  The selfsame Mother, who from the new garden of the new springtime, is the first to announce the Son’s resurrection, carefully assisted by the Church, called to generate new members for Christ in the Easter sacraments.
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