FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 15, 2008 –  Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”    
(Matthew 9, 37-38)                                   
How should we live this Word
The importance of Evangelization is strongly emphasized in today’s Liturgy.  Jesus speaks to His apostles with a certain urgency.  ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is near…the harvest is great but the laborers are few’.  While He is speaking, Jesus looks at the crowd and ‘feels compassion for them’ because they do not have anyone to guide them.  Conscious of His mission as Messiah and Savior, Jesus uses every occasion to speak of the deep significance of eternal life and salvation.  Going into the villages and cities, in the synagogues, on the streets and hills, He continually preaches the Gospel of the Kingdom to the crowds, to small groups, and even to individuals.
It is precisely in function of this preaching that Jesus calls the Twelve.  He wants to reach as many people as possible, everyone.  He sends them out telling them, ‘As you go, preach saying, the Kingdom of Heaven is near’ (Mt. 10, 7); ‘The time has come and the Kingdom of God is here; repent and believe in the Gospel’ (Mt. 1, 15).  

As Jesus’ disciples, we are the people of the Gospel and the Eucharist.  Thus it is up to us, by witnessing with our lives, to preach that the Kingdom is really among us and that Jesus is the Way that leads to the Father, that He is God’s Son, the Word of Truth.  He is Eternal Life won with His blood shed for all humanity.  Jesus wants to reach the world through us, day by day, according to the vocation to which we have been called.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Lord to send workers into His harvest.  I will offer myself to be one of these evangelizers.
Lord, grant me a heart full of compassion for all those who suffer but above all for those who are unaware of their right as children of Your Kingdom that is always near.
The voice of Pope Paul VI
It is true that God can use many means to save the world other than our preaching.  Yet, if through negligence, fear, shame, or mistaken ideas, we fail to preach the Gospel, can we be saved?
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