FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 15, 2008 –  Sixth Thursday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.  But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan!  For you are not on the side of God, but of men’.”     (Mark 8, 32-33)                                   

How should we live this Word
From the origins of the Church, the mystery of Christ’s identity has drawn the attention of the faithful, of historians, of thinkers.  Mark too follows the question that intrigues him in his Gospel.  ‘Who is Jesus’?  The episode at Caesarea Philippi is somewhat the fulcrum of this search to which Peter seems to respond with clarity, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of God’.  But it is the question of an instant, of a luminous intuition dictated by the Spirit. However, it is followed by a step backwards that reveals the lack of understanding of those closest to the Master when Jesus speaks of His passion. Thus, Jesus’ solitude is total.  Not only do the crowds not understand, neither do His disciples.  In fact, ‘Peter takes Him aside to rebuke Him’.  Yes, Peter is naïve, a bit out of his mind and wants to impede the revelation of the mystery of a new messiahship that passes through the cross.
At this point, Jesus also reacts violently.  ‘Get behind Me, Satan!  You are not thinking like God but like men’.  It is the same reaction that He had in the desert against Satan when he tried to take Jesus away from the destiny of His death and resurrection.  
The story of this clash is repeated today as well.  What happens to us when we are struck by suffering?   Do  we rebel and become scandalized like the apostles or do we see in it the needed purification that will bring us to take all the necessary steps to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven?  Jesus says that His disciples must renounce themselves, that is, they must accept the messianic plan of Christ, thus overturning the image they have created of God and radically converting themselves to the hope He has cultivated.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit to open my heart and my mind to the ‘science of the cross’, the soul of the Gospel.
The voice of Edith Stein, martyr
I am content with everything.  We can only attain the science of the cross if we feel its weight in all its heaviness.  I was convinced of this from the start and I said with my heart, ‘Ave Crux unica’ (Hail, O Cross, the one hope).
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