FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 16, 2008 –  Eleventh Monday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, ‘Why is your spirit so vexed that you eat no food?”    
(1 Kings 21, 5)                                   
How should we live this Word
This biblical page shows us the conflict between the sadness of King Ahab who thought he could easily possess the vineyard of one of his subjects and the fierceness of Naboth, this subject.  As a good Israelite, he did not accept the offer of money in exchange for his vineyard.  In fact, it was a sacred inheritance for him and thus to be cared for and never ceded to others according to the ancient traditions of his people, even if the king himself should ask for it.  Naboth keeps faith with his determination without compromising.  Then the passage presents us with two negative attitudes.  There is the disproportionate sadness of Ahab who, evidently has a heart taken up with too great a spirit of possessiveness and avid attachment to things.  Then there is the perfidy of the heart of a woman who becomes an evil counselor and the cause of oppression, violence, and death.  The malevolent intelligence of Jezebel thinks up a perverse plan of lies and betrayal against Naboth.  She believes that with this stratagem, she can bring serenity to her husband’s heart.  This does not happen, as the biblical passage recounts later.
What we can learn from this is that in the face of abuse and injustice, God is with the one who suffers from them  and never with the one who perpetrates them.  Moreover, in the Jesus event, God reached the point of taking upon Himself with absolute radicalism injustice, violence, and death to oppose evil.  
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will think of all the ‘Naboths’ of history, above all of those of our times who are crushed underfoot by an extremely unjust way of managing the goods of the earth.  I will pray:
Lord, root evil out of the heart of those who seek the good of their loved ones.  Grant that thoughts and advice of peace  may grow in the midst of families, friends, everyone. 
The voice of Eric Fromm, Psychologist
The need for profits on the part of the huge industries that produce consumer goods and their persuasive power in the media and in publicity, transform human beings into voracious entities, eternal sucklings who consume more and more and for whom everything becomes an object for consumption.  The consumer- human lives an illusion of happiness, while unconsciously suffers from boredom and passivity.
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