FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 16, 2008 –  Sixth Friday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world 

and forfeit his life?”     (Mark 8, 36)                                   

How should we live this Word
This statement of Jesus, which is repeated by all of the evangelists, may seem to be only a Christian patrimony.  In fact its origin is much more distant.  Already for Socrates and Plato, the soul is the most intimate part of a human being.  Moreover, this inaccessible space is not only the seat of personality, but also the symbolic  ‘place’  of God’s presence in His creature.  Greek philosophy could not arrive at this but it came close.  In fact, for Greek philosophy, ‘the soul is the most similar to what is divine’.  Thus in a real way, the pre-Christian development of this idea was preparatory to accepting the thought incarnate, the Word. 
Down through the centuries, this invisible reality, this divine spark in each person, was revealed in various ways: poetry, art, thirst for the absolute, the search for meaning, mercy.  Above all, it manifested itself through the expression of love.  Every time human beings look at each other beyond the confines of the individual ‘I’, when they know how to jump the hurdle of personal well being, when they raise their eyes to the heavens while resting their gaze on the face of a sister or brother and take care of them, then the most secret and most sacred part of oneself is revealed in all its greatness.

This is expressed very simply by a girl of our times who posted the following on a Blog:

Oh yes…we are very agitated…but for what?  To later find ourselves betraying our humanity, our desire for the infinite and for happiness…to find ourselves betraying that which we truly are, which is our rapport with Mystery.  When we cut off this rapport to do as we want…then we lose ourselves! 
My belonging to Christ, this tie, makes me realize that (paradoxically, because we usually feel that a tie is a constraint on our freedom!) in my life, it makes me a person who is truly free because it is the freedom to respond to the truth of myself.  What makes us happy, rather, Who gives us happiness?  For me, it means concentrating on the important things of life and it means not believing that life has meaning and is successful only if the ‘performance’ has gone well.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will thank God for having given me a divine spark, that is my soul, and I will ask Him to grant that I may live according to the light of this interior heaven that dissipates the smoke of consumerism, of having ‘arrived’, of egoism.
The voice of Carlo Maria Martini, Biblist and spiritual author
When we meet a person rich in goodness, generosity, dedication to others, meekness, magnanimity, able to forgive, we notice that his/her face, even though lined as was that of Mother Theresa, is beautiful with true beauty, luminous, interior, spiritual, of an attractive beauty because it radiates joy, serenity, harmony, peace.
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