FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 17, 2008 –  Eleventh Tuesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Love your enemies, pray for your persecutors.  This will prove that you are children of your heavenly Father, for his sun rises on the bad and the good, he rains on the just and the unjust.”    
(Mark 5, 44-45)                                   
How should we live this Word
Love is the most beautiful and most precious thing that exists.  It fills me with joy to be able to say that I love you and that you can also say to me you love me.  And forgiveness?  Forgiveness is the most magnanimous face of love.  To forgive means to enter into a new relationship, perhaps greater than when there had not yet been launched the arrow that wounded us.  Forgiveness is part of the exercise of mercy and of compassion that are the hems of the mantle of God-Love.  
But Jesus goes beyond this.  He prods us to enter the depths of a Mystery of Love that He and only He can reveal to us because, as fully human and certainly God, He advanced to that point.  Pay close heed!  He did it at the height of His existence given for us on the Cross.  As He died, He prayed to the Father for those who were crucifying Him.  He loved His enemies so much that He made Himself the interceder of grace for them.  Yes, to love one’s enemies is the apex of love because it means responding to hate with love.

Perhaps this occurrence is rare for us, but we can sometimes notice a certain coldness in ourselves, a hostility, a feeling of refusal, of closure.  What is the antidote?  Precisely this:  where we do not perceive love, let us be the first proffer a gesture of openness, of sympathy, of empathy, of gentleness, a word of affirmation for that which another does who is hostile to us.  You be the first one to break the ice and love will blossom!
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will let myself be deeply penetrated by the challenge of a true Christianity.  If I love only those who love me, what am I doing that is more than the pagans do?  It is Jesus who tells me this!
Lord, grant that I may truly love, without excluding anyone.  You, my Divine Sun, help me to mature in sympathy and great goodness even toward those who do not love me.
The voice of St. Ignatius of Antioch, Apostolic Father
Arm yourself with patience.  Become the new creature in the faith that is the flesh of the Lord and in the charity that is the Blood of Jesus Christ.  Let no one nourish rancor against a neighbor.
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