FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 17, 2008 –  Sixth Saturday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, ‘This is my beloved Son; listen to Him.”     (Mark 9, 7)                                   

How should we live this Word
The Master had already preached the Gospel of Love throughout all of Palestine.  He had already chosen the twelve defined as apostles from among the many who followed Him.  Yet, the Good News had only been understood by a few.  His disciples are still doubtful and tepid.  Above all, they have a different idea about Jesus’ messiahship.
In order to confirm His closest ones in the faith, after He had instructed them about His future passion and the world’s rejection, ‘Jesus took with Him Peter, James, and John, and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured before them, and His garments became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them’.  Mark, Matthew, and Luke situate the event in the days immediately following Peter’s confession at Caesarea of Philippi.  Thus it deals with a decisive moment in Jesus’ life.  It is a moment marked by a progressive distancing from the Galilean crowds.  The motive is perhaps, the vision of His messiahship that is contrary to prospect of His passion.  
Thus, the account of the Transfiguration is inserted in a movement of thought.  The center contains themes woven among themselves concerning the Messianic and divine identity of Jesus and the need for a disciple to suffer in following Him.  Moreover, we can add that the Transfiguration is the promise of Jesus Himself as an event that will give them the strength and the courage to follow the Son of man on His journey of suffering.  It will assure them that this way of suffering and death will blossom into life and into the glory of God’s kingdom.  The Father’s command, ‘This is my beloved Son.  Listen to Him’, is the credential of a divine identity and at the same time, of the need of  an in-depth and radical listening to Christ’s word that passes through the cross to reach the resurrection.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask Jesus to grant that my listening to His Word may be attentive and loving.
The voice of Anastasias of Sinai, Church Father
In order to penetrate the intimate content of these ineffable and sacred mysteries with the apostles, chosen and illumined by Christ, let us listen to God who, with His mysterious voice, insistently calls us to Himself from on high.  Let us solicitously bring ourselves there.  Rather, I would dare say, let us go like Jesus, who from heaven is now our guide and path breaker.
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