FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 18, 2008 –  Eleventh Wednesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“When Elisha saw it happen he cried out, ‘My father! My father!  Israel’s chariots and drivers!’.”    
(2 Kings 2, 12)                                   
How should we live this Word
It is a moment of strong emotion.  Elijah, the great prophet and spiritual teacher of Elisha is taken up into Heaven. “As they walked on conversing, a flaming chariot and flaming horses came between them and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind.”  Did it happen exactly like this?  The whole account must be read in the light of the literary genre in which the marvelous and the prodigious acquire symbolic value in expressing the deep nucleus of faith.  Here, as in other verse of Chapter 48 of Sirach, Elijah is seen as a person in whom God’s primacy was strong enough to be assimilated into his being as ‘Fire’.  ‘God is a consuming fire’, we read in the Bible.  In effect, He consumes, to our great advantage, all that is opposed to His plan of Love and Salvation.  How does Elisha act?  He looks and cries out, calling to his father and teacher. 

 It is here that the text is re-proposed to us in the power of its allusion to the New Testament.  We too are called to ‘look’, to turn insistently to Jesus who has said, ‘I have come to bring fire upon the earth and how I desire that it should blaze up!’.  Yes, it is by looking, by seeking the Lord, turning to Him the eyes of our heart as the hours pass.  But we also need to ‘cry out’, to invoke Him with great faith, with insistent trust.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Lord for that state of profound quiet outside the noise so characteristic of our society, to allow me small oases of contemplation during my day.
Lord, my strength and fire of love, grant that I may seek You so that, divested of all tepidity and mediocrity, I may live ardently and accomplish lovingly what You want.
The voice of St. Bernard of Clairvaux
Your desires cry out to God!  Prayer is the ardent tension of the heart toward God.
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