FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 18, 2008 –  Trinity Sunday 
From the Word of the Day

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”     (2 Corinthians 13)                                   

How should we live this Word
We do not find a precise revelation of the Trinity in the Old Testament.  The rigorous monotheism of the chosen people made it very difficult to discover this.  However, in proclaiming the existence of ‘only one God’, Israel never thought of a God who was alone, a solitary God.  They always regarded God in dialogue with the world, with the people, and above all, with His people, the ones with whom He had established an eternal covenant.
It is with Jesus that the aspects of God’s intimate life become delineated.  Often, the Son of Man evokes and asks for help from the Father, with whom He identifies Himself.  He speaks of the Spirit who is promised as the Consoler, Advocate, fire of truth.  It is the same Spirit who groans and murmurs within us the secret name, ‘Abbà-Father’!

Throughout the centuries, many women and men have wondered about this mystery that cannot be expressed in human terms but they have always remained on the threshold.  Only in Heaven will we see ‘face to face’ our Creator and Father who sent His Son for our salvation, ‘conceived in Mary’s womb through the Holy Spirit’.  The small spirals that open up toward the mystery are derived from prayer.  In fact, we cannot speak of God without having first spoken with God.  John is the evangelist who succeeds in making us perceive God’s style, the air that the Three breathe, that of love.  They want us at table with Them. Companions on the journey, the Beloved Son is sacrificed for us.  The Father awaits us and watches for our return when we stray from His house.  The Spirit of Love illumines our days with the light of hope.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will repeat with in an attitude of adoration:
Blessed be You, God the Father, the only Son of God, and the Holy Spirit because great is Your love for us!
The voice of Elizabeth of the Trinity, Carmelite and Mystic
O consuming Fire, Spirit of love, descend upon me so that You may make of my soul an incarnation of the Word.  That I may be for Him an added humanity, in which He may renew His mystery…O my Three, my All, my Beatitude, infinite Solitude, Immensity in which I lose myself!
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