FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 19, 2008 –  Seventh Monday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The wisdom from above is first pure.”     (James 3, 17)                                   

How should we live this Word
James has just said that the wise ‘by a good life, show their works in the meekness of wisdom’.  He proclaimed a behavior and then went directly to the root of this behavior, which is the heart.  He said that there, in our interior self, are hidden negative feelings and he denounces two: jealousy and selfish ambition.  From these come great disorder and every sort of evil and vile practice.  It is of great interest to pause on James’ argumentation.  Thus we can appreciate even more the proclamation immediately following which states that the wisdom coming from on high, from God, is ‘first of all, pure’.  Here purity has nothing to do with sexuality.  It is, rather, a quality of being that impedes the mind from soiling itself with negative intentions that fail to center on the true aim of our being and of our acting.
Wise persons are pure persons, with transparent intentions.  They do not compartmentalize their thinking and their acting.  They do not have a secret agenda for self-affirmation at any price, even that of crushing those weaker.  This is why James adds that wisdom ‘is meek, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity’.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will reflect on that ‘first’ and ‘but’.  They are like two signs indicating musically, the introductive power of the dominating theme and the unraveling of the same theme in full harmony.  I will question myself on my interior life.  Do I attend to the purity of my intentions or do I allow myself to live under egotistical urges?
Lord, grant that I may seek You, Your glory, Your Kingdom, the life, the good, and the joy of everyone.  Grant me purity and transparency in the depths of my heart.
The voice of St. Augustine, Church Doctor
Wisdom is none other that the measure of the spirit with which it reaches equilibrium so as not to disperse itself too much nor restrict itself under the limits of fullness.  It disperses under luxury, in the will to dominate, in pride and others of the same with which individuals, incapable of moderation, unhappily think to amass joys and power.  It is restricted by avarice, pusillanimity, sadness, avidity, and other evils of various kinds, because of which, even the unhappy admit that humans are unhappy.
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