FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 1, 2008 –  Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. ”     (Matthew 7, 21)                                   

How should we live this Word
This expression recalls other similar interventions of the prophets who sought to remove an attitude of fideism marked by the lack of practical commitment.  All of the Scriptures evidence the nuptial connotations of real faith.  We are not dealing with a simple assent of the mind that recognizes God’s existence, nor of having recourse to Him verbally, dictated by a pressing need.  The God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob is a God-Spouse, who loves His creature tenderly and jealously.
We are loved, madly loved by our God.  It is a reality that too easily comes on our lips but often leaves our heart untouched.  We repeat it mechanically and superficially, but without real conviction.  Not even the Crucifix succeeds to move us out of our heavy torpor.  It has been reduced to a trinket that adorns a necklace.  It is preserved in museums or in churches that are almost museums so that its artistic value may be admired.  As we gaze upon it, are we still able to perceive Jesus’ reminder that God has so loved the world as to give His own Son?
As long as we fail to re-appropriate this fundamental truth in our life, we cannot affirm that we have faith.  It is the litmus test that we have been grasped by it and that we need to adhere to it with our will and make it our own.  It is proper for love to tend to union, to make heart and will conform to that of the partner.  That is why neither verbal invocations nor the legalistic observance of norms and rites can open the door of God’s Kingdom, the doors of God’s house and of our house.  Only a joyous and spontaneous adherence to His will, making the Father’s will our own as Jesus did, can do it.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will seek to take this affirmation seriously, repeating over and over:  God is love.  GOD LOVES ME.  I will let it penetrate deep within me so that it may move my will and urge my entire being to receive this love and to respond to it with eagerness.
Lord, Lord…and my heart remains cold and distracted.  I recite prayers, but my mind is already planning what I have to do next..  I often endure His will rather than receiving it with grateful love.  And then I say I have faith and I consider myself a ‘good’ Christian.  Lord, crack the hardness of my heart and grant that it may humbly begin to love.
The voice of Joseph Moscati, a saintly doctor
Let us place all our affection, not only in what God wants, but in the very will of God who determines all.
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