FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 1, 2008 –  Sixth Thursday of Easter
From the Word of the Day

“What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me; because I go to the Father’?”     (John 16, 17)                                   

How should we live this Word
Jesus presents the road of His return to the Father to His disciples who are upset as His hour draws near.  He knows that in a short time they will all disperse and will stray like ‘sheep without a shepherd’.  He wants to warn them and encourage them by teaching them to look beyond.  It is not a ‘flight’ from reality, but rather its assumption from the viewpoint of Christian realism.  Yes, the hour of darkness exists, the hour in which it seems that the prince of this world has triumphed, but he does not have the last word.  
‘ I have triumphed over the world’, Jesus continues to repeat to us as we lose our way.  If it seems that the darkness will definitively obscure the horizon so much so that it prevents us from recognizing His lineaments, then let us open our hearts to listen.  ‘It is I’, He whispers to us, as He did to the apostles in that tempestuous night when they were on the storm tossed Lake of Tiberius.  Yes, ‘It is I’, here, present.  ‘It is I’ who walk on the threatening and turbid waters of history, even of your personal history.  ‘It is I’ who am hurrying to climb into your fragile boat, if you want me to.  Then you will be aware that daybreak is not far off and the shore, gently licked by the waves and radiant with life, is ready to receive you,.
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will say to my heart, be silent!  He is here, present in my struggles to sustain me and help me reach the tranquil shore quickly.  Drop all your preoccupations, anguish, anxiety in His heart.  He knows!  This is enough for me.
Lord Jesus, I usually want to omit ‘a little while, and you will not see Me’, in order to remain constantly in Your ‘again a little while, and you will see Me’.  But I firmly believe in Your love that permits all so as to gain a greater joy for me, to make me understand what really counts and what lasts.  I abandon myself to You, to Your love and I thank You now because I know that the sun is  behind the clouds and that day is conceived in each night.
The voice of Blessed Maria Candida of the Eucharist
When all seems obscure, Jesus can make the light glisten!  And when all seems insurmountable, Jesus can smooth the way!  One thing alone is needed, to entrust oneself to Jesus-Love who never stops helping us even when all seems lost.
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