FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 20, 2008 –  Eleventh Friday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The eye is the body’s lamp.  If your eyes are good, your body will be filled with light.”    (Matthew 6, 22)                                   
How should we live this Word
Why does Jesus refer to the eye after He has spoken of accumulating goods out of lust for possessions as a great evil?  We question what this has to do with the eye?  Everything!  The health of the eye is not only important for sight but also in order to move about at ease and autonomously.  Jesus transfers this importance to the profound level of our interior life.  It is the interior eye that counts, the eye of the heart.  If we are sick with covetousness and we do not desist from desiring this world’s goods and wanting to grasp them for ourselves alone, we live badly.  Unfortunately, the yearning to accumulate and possessive attachment are widespread evils.  This is true, even if the media and the current mentality concur in camouflaging them as ‘private interests that are licit and honest’.  
If the eye of the heart, the deep motivations of our choices, of our thinking and acting are limpid, then our total person is in peace, in profound joy.  In Biblical terms, the ‘body’ often refers to the totality of a person.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit to disclose to me my deepest intentions.  What do I want from life?  What really interests me?  Is what I want in conformity with a peaceful search for what God wants from me?
Lord, free me from anxiety that stems from cupidity and attachments.  Pacify my thoughts, my affections, everything.
The voice of M. K. Gandhi, a 20th century prophet
Well-being is necessary but beyond certain limit, it becomes an obstacle.  Behind the creation of limitless needs, a trap is hidden.  The satisfaction of material needs must have limits, otherwise it degenerates into a cult of the material.  This is the risk that Europeans are running and that will have devastating effects if they do not accomplish a radical change.
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