FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 20, 2008 –  Seventh Tuesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Do you suppose it is in vain that the scripture says, ‘The Spirit which God  has made to dwell in us, loves us unto jealousy’? ”    
 (James 4, 5)                                   

How should we live this Word
  James has pointed out the beauty and the need of those Christian virtues that constitute a real community where concord reigns.  Yet, here, embittered by the behavior of people who follow the urges of their ego, he gives us a strong word against the cause of every division.  With acuity, he tells us that discord derives from being prey to unbridled urges and stigmatizes the crux of the question which is infidelity to God.  It is adultery in regard to the rapport of nuptial love that is His covenant with us; the covenant that should find, both in our heart and in our mind, a faithful correspondence to God’s love for us.  The reminder is such that it disperses any ambiguity, torpor, and connivance with evil.
“Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?”.  We repeat again that we are not dealing with an invitation to despise or even to be indifferent to the good, the true, and the beautiful of what is truly alive in that which the world offers us.  It is rather a worldly mentality, tending only to the earth, materialistic in its options.  This is what James is condemning.
 How beautiful and consoling it is that James speaks of God ‘jealousy’.  It is that passion of God for human beings which is simply the opposite of the jealousy that we can experience for some  one we love with  obsessive egoism.  This type of jealousy destroys the loved one who is badly loved and even more, the one who loves in this way, thus devastating the self, one’s own deep heart.  Instead, the Holy Spirit who lives in our heart takes such care of us that the ‘jealousy’ in regard to us is salvation.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will reflect on the Holy Spirit’s jealousy that leads me to taste the delusion and bitterness of my egotistical attachments, of my abandonment of God-Love for an adulterous love toward creatures who become idols.
Lord, grant that I may never lose sight of You!  Love me with divine jealousy so that I may love You in the center of my heart and my life and thus may love everyone for You.
The voice of St. John of the Cross, mystic
Take God as your Spouse and Friend with whom to stay always.  You will not sin.  You will know how to love and the necessary things will go well.
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