FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 21, 2008 –  Eleventh Saturday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Stop worrying.”    (Matthew 6, 25)                                   
How should we live this Word
This teaching of Jesus is a command that is extremely therapeutic for today.  Life is rushed in working and in various operative structures that it adversely affect the family and individuals.  Worrying comes from the heart of a life sick with forgetfulness.  We forget that ‘we are worth more than food, more than clothing’, as Jesus tells us.  Our value lies in being God’s gift.  In fact, our life flows from Him and is prolonged in eternal horizons.
What Jesus says as a perfect therapist, makes us understand that we must tend toward freedom.  There is a owner that totally enslaves us.  It is a way of managing life according to the world’s mentality.  Then there is an owner who will give me back my identity of His image and likeness if I choose to serve Him.  And this latter choice will make me free.  We are dealing with God!

Worry is born of forgetfulness and of not observing what God does with His creatures, the birds and the field flowers.  Look at how each season takes care of them.  How much more will God take care of you, of everyone!
If you are seeking God’s Kingdom above all in your life, if you are choosing to be with Jesus and using His criteria to evaluate what we are called to live, then the living wave of God’s Love will enter into your cells and you will be a person not only free from worry, but able to live and diffuse a sense of peace.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will consider that real joy in living distances itself from the desire for ‘efficiency’ and deeming oneself the center of the universe.
Lord, grant me Your peace, not that which the world gives.  My Lord! My freeing God!
The voice of Elizabeth of the Trinity, Carmelite
How I would like to tell all souls what a source of strength, of peace, and even of happiness they would find if they would consent to live in intimacy with God.  However, they do not know how to wait.  If God does not communicate sensibly with them, they abandon His holy presence and when He arrives laden with gifts, He finds no one.  The soul is outside, in exterior things, and is no longer living in its intimate self!
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