FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 22, 2008 –  Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The gift is not like the offense.  For if by the offense of the one man all died, much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound for all.”    (Romans 5, 15)                                   
How should we live this Word
We find this passage, a real pearl, in the short theological compendium on sin and grace that is the letter of St. Paul to the Romans.  In fact, the sacred author proclaimed that death entered the world, not only because of Adam’s sin, but because, ‘all people have sinned’.  However, even though he fell, Adam prefigured ‘the One who was to come’, the human par excellence, Jesus Christ.  His divine humanity is the prophecy and the source of grace for us who are called to realize not only an earthly human life, but a human life that is divinized.  This is why St. Paul says that ‘the gift of grace is not like the offense’.
The offense caused great ruin; but God’s grace and the gift that continually comes from it through Jesus, is much stronger.  It is a re-generative flux that is poured out ‘in abundance on all people’.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ‘swim’ in this great certainty.  Yes, the grace that Jesus obtained for me with His passion, death, and resurrection is a healing and beatifying ocean.  ‘Much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound for all’.
Lord, when will I stop seeing black in my life and in that of the world?  What really counts is Your power of grace and salvation.
The voice of Origin, Church Father
Christ has submerged the universe in divine and sanctifying waves.  For the thirsty, He makes a source of living water well up, gushing forth from the wound the lance opened in His side.
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