FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 22, 2008 –  Seventh Thursday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. ”    
 (James 5, 1-3)                                   

How should we live this Word
This text is truly a whipping!  Sometimes God’s Word contains violent expressions like very bitter medicines that we dislike intensely but that do us good.  The receivers are the rich but is it only for the rich?  I would say the  rich and poor and each of us when we live, tenaciously yearning to ‘have’, to possess and we hold our riches of great account as true goods, the treasure of our life, a treasure that we guard well and avoid sharing with others.
The line of demarcation between rich and poor does not cross sociological differences.  I have known rich people whose hearts are open to share all, who are truly poor in spirit.  And I have met poor people who yearn to possess and who, when they have obtained some good fortune, were totally opposed to helping others.  Today especially, when evil cries out to God for vindication, it is the injustice of a world that seems organized to make the rich richer and the poor poorer, we must take a lucid and operative stand.  A famous song states it well, ‘If you have wealth and close your heart to those in pain and need, Christ’s charity cannot dwell in you.  
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will let today’s situation ‘slap me in the face’, not to make me lament nor to sadden me, but to illumine these strong words of James.  That little or much that I have must not ‘make me rotten’ but rather place me in a  position of justice.  What is really mine?  Everything, absolutely everything has been given to me by God.
Lord, You have given me life and that which serves to live in a healthy and serene way.  Grant that of this and every other good, I may deem myself an administrator and not the owner.  Make me truly a woman, a man who is free because my heart is intent on giving.
The voice of Mother Theresa of Calcutta, saint
When things become our owners, we become very poor.  We must free ourselves from things in order to be full of God.
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