FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 23, 2008 –  Twelfth Monday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The Israelites sinned against the Lord, their God, who had brought them up from the land of Egypt, from under the domination of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and because they venerated other gods.”   
 (2 Kings 17, 7)                                   
How should we live this Word
The reading from the second Book of Kings speaks of Israel’s experience of slavery in Egypt, recalling all that God had done for them by making them pass from this humiliating condition to freedom. This was accomplished through the continuous and insistent reminders of the prophets.  But Israel cannot resist the alluring temptations of false gods.  They rely more on their false support than on God’s help. Thus they make alliances with pagan peoples and end up by adoring their divinities.  They sell their dignity as God’s people in order to grovel at the feet of foolish and inconsistent gods.  They are again slaves!  In the attempt to ‘make a name for themselves’ with their own strength, to guarantee their sovereignty with their own astuteness, they finish by dispersing themselves and seeing their name definitively canceled amid the surrounding powers that gradually affirm themselves.
And we, God’s people who have been redeemed by Christ’s blood and have passed from the slavery of sin to the dignity of God’s children, are we not also subject to the suggestions of the ‘false gods’ of the moment?  Perhaps it is the god of money or of power or of pleasure that solicits us to serve God and mammon?  We adapt ourselves to the current mentality.
Still today, God sends His prophets.  Think of Mother Theresa of Calcutta, Chiara Lubich, Frère Roger Schutz, and many others who are still among us.  It is not enough to admire them.  We need to listen to what God wants to tell us through their witness, questioning ourselves on our Christian commitment and courageously taking up once again our uncompromising following of Christ.

Today in my pause for silent contemplation, I will examine carefully  and courageously if I am following the living God or if I am kneeling before the latest idol.  I will ask for the light and courage to follow Christ without compromising.

What have I done Lord with the freedom You have given me? How do I live out my dignity as Your child?  Forgive my incoherence, my falls, and make me one of Your courageous and enthusiastic followers.
The voice of Cardinal François X. Nugyen Van Thuan, Imprisoned for the faith
The martyrs have taught us to say ‘yes’ to God unconditionally.  They taught us to say ‘no’ to temptation, to compromise, to injustice.
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