FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 23, 2008 –  Seventh Friday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Do not grumble, brethren, against one another, that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the doors…do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your no be no, that you may not fall under condemnation. ”    
 (James 5, 9/12)                                   

How should we live this Word
In today’s passage, James proclaims that the Lord is rich in mercy and compassion.  It is an assertion that casts a warm light on the teaching given today.  Above all, it is an invitation to refrain from complaining about our sisters and brothers, ‘so as not to be judged’.  Actually, lamenting about others is the same as judging them.  Already St. Paul had punctuated this, ‘Do not judge and you will not be judged’.  He then invites us to live relationships that are marked by understanding and mercy, indispensable elements  for a harmony that makes for positive rapports whether in our family or in our community.  
Much more beautiful is the invitation that follows to refrain from judging and to be simple in speech.  It is praise for a language that is essential, clear, and sincere in communicating.  Our ‘yes’ must be ‘yes’ and our ‘no’, ‘no’. Even Jesus said this.  How important this is at every level, whether of the mass media or of the daily news or inter-personally.  If I live with Jesus who is rich in mercy and compassion, then I am united to Him as the branch on the vine and it is easy to sift my thoughts, evaluations, words in His light.  Even my speaking, as well as my being, will be freed of complications, ambiguity, hardness, sophisms, and insincerity.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask Jesus to keep me closely united to Him so that my living and my communicating may be His simple and essential transparency.
Lord Jesus, of the yes that is always yes to God and to life, of the no that is always no to non-love, grasp me in Your yes to the Father with love.
The voice of St. John Chrysostom, Church Doctor
Let us put a door and a bar on our mouth.  Many evils are born of slander.  Households are upset, friendships are broken, and a thousand other ills result.
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