FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 24, 2008 –  Birth of St. John the Baptist  
From the Word of the Day

“What you suppose me to be I am not.  Rather look for the one who comes after me, I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals on his feet.”   
 (Acts 13, 25)                                   
How should we live this Word
With the exclusion of Mary, John the Baptist is the only saint whose feast we celebrate both on the day of his return to the Father and also that of his earthly birth, and it is a solemnity!  Speaking of him, Jesus Himself indicated John as the prophet, more than a prophet, thus revealing his intimate greatness.  And yet we find on the lips of this man, only the acknowledgment of his littleness.   To those who are conquered by his rare human stature and enthusiastically follow him to the point of thinking that he is the messiah, John clearly declares, “What you suppose me to be I am not!”.
This ‘I am not’ is contrasted with the ‘I Am’, God’s proper name.  It is here that our true human greatness is rooted, by recognizing that God is God, the One who alone ‘is’, while John has no consistency in himself, does not exist of himself, but only in strict dependence on the Creator.  Is this a reason to concentrate on ourselves, crying over our littleness and looking at God with fear?  Quite the contrary!  ‘Those who stay near Him and listen to Him, are full of joy…He must increase and I must diminish…because I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals on His feet’.
That God is the all holy One, the Great One is for him as it was for Mary, a motive of joy, of a full, perfect joy.  Thus, this solemnity reveals itself as a precious occasion to know the road to take in order to draw joy directly from its Source.

Today in my pause for silent contemplation, I will immerse myself in the joy of contemplating the extraordinary greatness of God.  I will offer my self to Him so that His joy may continue to spread throughout the world.
Praise be to You, great God, holy God, powerful God, God-Love.
The voice of John Paul II, a holy Pope
The joy that flows from divine grace is not a superficial and ephemeral joy.  It is a deep joy, rooted in the heart and capable of pervading the entire existence of the believer.  It is a joy that can live alongside difficulties, trials and even, though this may seem paradoxical, with suffering and death.  It is the joy of Christmas, of Easter, the gift of the incarnate Son of God, dead and risen.  It is a joy that no one can take from those who are united to Him in faith and in good works.
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