FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 24, 2008 –  Seventh Saturday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The prayer of a rightous one has great power in its effects. ”    
 (James 5, 16)                                   

How should we live this Word
The passage proposed by today’s Liturgy ends the letter that St. James hands on to us.  It is a treasure of teaching about prayer.  The letter’s author had dwelled mostly on rather unpleasant themes in regard to relationships, including even social injustice.  What he says to us now, derives its persuasive power because it is not from below but from on High that the Christian invokes and obtains the strength to resolve problems of every epoch, even the most complex and arduous.  Here, as always, it is the Word that gives us courage.  We are handed a radiant truth.  The prayer of the just one, of the one who commits self day after day to do God’s will, ‘has great power’.  However, the author emphasizes a very important detail.  It must be done ‘with insistence’.  Another prerogative of prayer that was expressed a bit earlier, is that it must be done with faith.  It is the same as saying, pray with trust and do not tire of praying.
Even though we realize we are fragile, distracted, absolutely incapable of ‘touching’ God and receiving Him, we must bare ourselves to Him as the Publican of the parable, confessing our littleness, our sin, and thanking Him for the talents received, the good that we can do when God gives us the grace.  We must pray like children, with the insistence of a child who wants to stay in its mother’s arms.  We must pray ‘believing that all things are possible if one believes’.  We must believe, praying for openness of  interior vision and of heart.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit to give me a contemplative moment of pure, trustful, absolutely simple immersion in the Love of Jesus Crucified and Risen.  From this, all good will come to me!
Lord, You said that whatever we ask in Your name, we will obtain.  Then, in Your name, I ask for the gift of trustful and persevering prayer.
The voice of Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity
Ask and you shall receive.  Prayer is infallible.  We need to pray.  God formally said this. It is not a counsel, but a command.
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