FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 25, 2008 –  XII Wednesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“When the king had heard the contents of the book of the law, he tore his garments…Standing by the column, the king made a covenant before the Lord.”    (2 Kings 22, 11/23,3)                                   
How should we live this Word
During the reign of Jehosia, the book of the law was discovered in the temple.  Probably it was the Book of Deuteronomy.  This fact indicates the preceding carelessness and disaffection for the incomparable gift of the Law.  In fact, the text  does not say it was lost due to some catastrophe, but rather it was simply abandoned in a corner of the temple, as though it were a obsolete object to be relegated to the attic. How easy it is to go from an enthusiastic adherence to God to a routine cult, and from this to a shelving of the religious dimension, falling into carelessness and abandonment of the faith!
Perhaps the casual listening to a Word that should be our daily bread can become the occasion for a re-awakening and taking up once again the journey toward God.  It is the reaction of the just king who, having heard of the discovery of the book of the law, wants to hear it read.  He understands its value and as a consequence, he is saddened at its abandonment.  Is it a passing emotion?  No!  He goes to the temple to reconfirm the alliance of love that his fathers had radiated in their lives.

If the Word finds available soil, it can never pass without leaving a trace.  Doesn’t the Lord say, my Word will not return to Me without having done that for which I sent it?  Why not return to experience it again, passing from ‘what is said about the Word of God to the Bible?

Today in my pause for silent contemplation, I will read over and over one passage taken from today’s liturgy in order to squeeze out all its intimate richness.  Then, as the king, I will take a resolution that will allow it to enter into my life.
May Your Word Lord be truly ‘a lamp to my feet ,a  light on my path’, so that I may never deviate from the way You have traced out for me that leads to life.
The voice of Chiara Amirante, a contemporary witness
Try to live the Gospel.  It is marvelous!  I have seen hundreds of young people go from death to life and become witnesses.
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