FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 25, 2008 –  Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me’.  Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should have no compassion on the child of her womb?  Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. ”     (Isaiah 49, 14-15)                                   

How should we live this Word
This is the entire liturgical text of today’s first reading.  It is short but dense with consolation and hope.  This  is taken from the book of the second Isaiah which opens with similar expressions under a sky heavy with tempestuous clouds.
Just like the Babylonian exiles, even those remaining in Jerusalem, here personified by Zion, are down-hearted.  Their faith vacillates because they fear that their heaviness comes from God’s abandonment, who not only is not taking care of them, but who wants to forget them.  Against these expressions of total disorientation, there emerge clearly and most beautifully, the tenderest images that the sacred text could ever give us.  
In contrast to all that black discomfort, God’s Word does not present expressions of reason, though they could be persuasive and comforting.  Rather, it discerns in the life of all times, the passionate beating of a mother’s heart.  It is relayed to me and to you and to everyone with the power of a provocative question.  Can a mother perhaps abandon her little child and live forgetful of it?  Well, even if such a mother exists, God cannot!  God is not like this.  He would never do this.  If we look at them honestly,  don’t all the recriminations we make about God derive from wanting to judge Him with the small measure of our reason?
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Spirit to make me like a weaned child in its mother’s arms.
O my God, O God, my Mother, other than as Father and  Spouse, and the All of my soul and heart, grant that I may intuit something of Your essence as Love.  Deliver me from pessimism and mistrust.
The voice of Sergio Jeremiah de Souza, Witness
Do not complain about God’s abandonment of your life!  God is faithful.  He never abandons us but rather, has placed His dwelling in us.  If the branches of a tree hide the sun, it does not mean that the sun is extinguished.  Look more closely and you will see that the sun will shine again as soon as the first leaves move.
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