FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 26, 2008 –  XII Thursday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“In place of Jehoiachin, the king of Babylon appointed his uncle Mattaniah king, and changed his name to Zedekiah”    (2 Kings 24, 17)                                   
How should we live this Word
Not all the kings of whom the Bible speaks have had  praiseworthy behavior with the result that hey have dragged whole nations into political and religious chaos.  Today we are presented with Jehoiachin, whose reprehensible conduct leads him into exile.  His uncle Mattaniah replaces him and the king of Babylon changes his name.  This is a particular that may not seem important to us today, however at that time, it was of great significance.  
A name adhered to a person and revealed the intimate nature, thus the name and the individual were one and the same.  The gesture of changing a name indicated taking possession, exercising dominion.  That person no longer belonged to him/herself.  The person who gave the name owned them.  Thus, it was a form of slavery that took the person at the roots of their being.  It is an eloquent image of the degradation that sin brings us to.  On the one hand, there is the derision of crowning him king, giving him the appearance of power, a foolish act.  There comes to mind the diabolical insinuation…you will be gods!  
Sin is always an attempt to usurp God’s sovereignty in order to proclaim that we are the masters of ourselves.  But all too quickly this crown shows itself to be made of paper mache.  The  ‘toy king’ must renounce his name, his dignity as the image and a child of God and subject himself to some tyranny, that of persons or things that are in contention for a humiliating and ridiculous possession.

Today in my pause for silent contemplation, I will ask the Lord to reveal my name to me, the one through which He called me into existence by an act of supreme love.
Lord grant that I may know and be faithful to the name you have called me.  Do not allow me to degrade myself by becoming subject to sin’s tyranny.
The voice of George Bernanos, French author
Sin makes us live on the surface of ourselves.
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