FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 27, 2008 –  XII Friday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Some of the country’s poor, Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, left behind as vinedressers and farmers”    (2 Kings 25, 12)                                   
How should we live this Word
The tormented history of the chosen people often nears the abyss of total annihilation.  Notwithstanding the reminders of the prophets and the documented assistance of God, they repeatedly give in to the temptation of seeking human alliances and these bring about a betrayal of the Alliance on Sinai.  They trust more in humans than in God.  Thus the road of exile opens before them.  It is a tragic event that, down through the centuries, has gradually exterminated entire populations.  
Yet here we are witnessing something that is almost prodigious.  The only ones saved from deportation are the ones considered ‘human dregs’ by society’s definition.  They are the weak, the powerless, the poorest of the poor.  They are an insignificant presence according to a human mentality but a seed full of promise in God’s eyes.  It will be this small, insignificant remnant that will guarantee the survival of a people whom God had bound to Himself on Mount Sinai.  This is not due to the merit of those vinedressers and farmers, but solely because God is faithful.  We can take back our word but God cannot deny Himself with a gesture of infidelity, as St. Paul reminds us.

Our lives as Christians plays out on this certainty as well.  It does not authorize us to be discomforted, to cry over a decomposing reality, foreseeing ever greater catastrophes.  Evil exists and all of us are responsible for it in varying degrees. But God will not forego His plan of love.  It is up to us to choose between a mentality that annuls faith or ignores it, or to re-confirm full trust in our faithful God. 

Today in my pause for silent contemplation, I will re-affirm my total adhesion to our faithful God.
Lord, I believe that Your love is more powerful than my sin.  I believe in Your fidelity that affirms itself over my infidelity.  I believe that the power of Your resurrection continues to leaven history.  That is why I put my poverty at Your disposition, fully convinced that I can collaborate in this way with the advent of Your Kingdom that has come, is coming, and will come.
The voice of Hèlder Camara, Bishop
What an enchantment, the Lord!  Your creatures, created by Your hands, the birds, the wind transport from plant to plant, from tree to tree, the seeds of love and peace.
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