FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 27, 2008 –  Eighth Tuesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“The prophets who prophesied of the grace that was to be ours searched and inquired about this salvation…It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things which have now been announced to you by those who preached the good news to you through the Holy Spirit. ”     (1 Peter 1, 10/12))                                   

How should we live this Word
The History of Salvation is not an event that belongs to the past whose news has happily reached us.  The Old Testament prophets were the depositories of a message, like a seed pregnant with life that would sprout throughout the centuries, producing abundant fruit of grace for every person in every time and place.
The Word is entrusted to us today so that by receiving it in full availability, we may allow it to produce a hundredfold in us first of all, and then in the family and social contexts in which we live.  Thus we cannot think to study is as though it were a text whose knowledge enriches us intellectually, but rather as one that has relevance on the level of our existence.  It sinks its roots in the night of all time, like the sun that rises amid the inert mists of dawn, letting us intuit the shape of things and then effuses its rays, surrounding everything with light.  We are called to live in this brightness and to diffuse its light in today’s persistent darkness.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will let the Word speak to me, to shake me out of my torpor, and to launch me on the paths of life that I am called to follow today while holding high the lamp that has been entrusted to me at my Baptism.
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening!
The voice of D. Attinger
The treasure hidden in the field of the Bible is the fact that we read it there.  It is hoeing a thousand times in this book without knowing and without sometimes being aware, that it transforms us, it shapes us, it makes us grow.
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