FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 2, 2008 –  Ninth Monday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. ”     (1 Peter 1, 2)                                   

How should we live this Word
Getting to know Jesus Christ better, as St. Peter urges us in his second letter, means deepening what we know concerning His person and His message.  Not only this, it means really knowing Him as Lord, accepting His lordship in our life.  It is a lordship characterized by love and mercy and by a super abundant justice.  As Peter says, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness”.  
However, there is a way of coming closer to the knowledge of Jesus that is also a gift.  ‘Grace and peace’ are multiplied, and these are the two attitudes that are indispensable for our heart in the course of the day.  Grace makes us capable of awe and marvel and causes our heart to leap with gratitude!  Peace makes us attentive, simple, and humble, open to receive the gift that is given to us without any presumption or pretense.  A peaceful heart sustained by grace can penetrate the dynamics of life in the Spirit and by the Spirit.  Then we will discover that all has been given to us so that we may ‘participate in the divine nature’.  What great dignity and predilection!
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit to help me to abandon all superficiality and presumption in my faith so as to know and to rejoice in the fact that God “has granted to us his precious and very great promises”.  I will pray with humble love:
Spirit of love, free me from the ‘corruption that is in the world because of passion’, that is, the need to possess and to dominate.  Grant me the freedom that is the fruit of love.
The voice of dom Paul Delatte, Benedictine Abbot
We must strive to live recollected lives, to lead our soul to God and to keep it there.  We must untiringly return to our center, to work and live before Him.
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