FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 2, 2008 –  Sixth Friday of Easter
From the Word of the Day

“I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”     (John 16, 22)                                   

How should we live this Word
This is what we have been created for: joy, full joy that no one can take from us.  This is what prompted the Father to send us the Son and what prompted Jesus to become our Brother and to walk the streets of our history so marked by absurdity, by sin, by evil.  Yes, by sin.  This is the subtle root of every negativity and Jesus has come to uproot it so that our joy may be full.  He Himself explicitly tells us this.
Away with sadness, ‘I have conquered the world!’, Jesus continues to repeat to us.  ‘Do not let your hearts be disturbed! Do not be afraid!’  Good Friday is the question of a day, but the Resurrection, the eighth day, will never set.  This is what it means to believe in the Risen One!

Christians cannot be other than joyful, with a deep joy that dwells constantly in their heart.  This does not mean that Christians are exempt from difficulties, trials, suffering.  This is the lot of every mortal.  But we guard  a treasure in ourselves that no one can take from us, the certainty of being crazily loved by our God who will never, absolutely never, abandon us.
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will immerse myself in the joy that comes to me from the awareness that God loves me and is always with me.  I will silently remain beside Him, letting His peace dilate my heart.
Thank You Lord for what You are, for what You do, for what You permit.  Thank You for everything because in everything You continue to repeat to me, I love you.  I carry you ‘written in the palm of my hand and I will never, never forget you.  Thank You, thank You my God.
The voice of St. John Bosco, Founder
Be with God as the lark that feels the branch trembling and continues to sing because it knows it has wings.
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