FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 31, 2008 –  Feast of Our Lady’s Visitation  
From the Word of the Day

“When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 

the babe leaped in her womb. ”  (Luke 1, 41)                                   
How should we live this Word
With the Son of God in her womb, Mary hurries to reach her cousin Elizabeth because she knew of her miraculous pregnancy.  We see the tiny John leap with joy at her greeting.  One day he will say, ‘The Bridegroom’s friend rejoices at the voice of the Bride’.  Here, this reality is anticipated.  He, a child yet unborn, a little one among the little, is the first to welcome the ‘Present’ and to give the good news to his mother with this quasi ‘dance’.  Yes, truly the Father rejoiced in revealing His secrets to the little ones (Cf. Luke 10, 21).
This is an eloquent lesson for us as well, women and men of the 21st century, so obsequious before scientific and technological progress, totally trusting their intellective capacity and always ready to ask for ‘credentials’, even from God, before giving our assent.  The little ones, in the Biblical sense, know how to recognize God’s imprint in their lives, to allow themselves to be in awe and to rejoice, even though closed in the womb of our mortal condition that does not furnish us with evidence.  God uses these ‘little ones’ to build His Kingdom.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will allow the ‘little one’ in me to expand, the one I so often silence with my staid attitude.  I will let myself be simply awed by God’s actions in my daily life, little signs that I too easily overlook.
Lord, give me the eyes of a child whose stupor joins joy and exultation and is transformed into grace.
The voice of an Irish proverb
If you are able to keep a green branch alive in your heart during the hour of darkness, then the Lord will send you a bird to sing on that branch at the dawn of day!
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