FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 3, 2008 –  Ninth Tuesday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“What sort of persons ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God.  Therefore, beloved, since you wait for these, be zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.”     (2 Peter 3, 12/14)                                   

How should we live this Word
With insistence, the first Christian community awaited and invoked Jesus’ return.  Maranatha!  Come Lord Jesus!  This is what they joyfully sang during their liturgical services.  It was a waiting full of joy, hope, and desire!  Finally those ‘new heavens and new earth’ promised by Jesus would be a stable condition, never to be threatened by the evil that is inside every human heart.  St. Peter exhorts us to live this expectancy with the commitment to a pure life, without spot, nourishing peace, which is the condition and the premise for each individual and for all peoples for a good and joyful existence. 

St. Peter not only asks us to wait, he also urges us to ‘hasten the coming of the day of the Lord’.  How are we to do this?  We do it through preaching, witnessing, and prayer.  Preaching the Gospel has characterized and still characterizes the disciples’ life.  We are to give the Word to our sisters and brothers through the direct announcement of the Good News, a task given to those who make evangelization their call and their mission.
Witnessing is possible for each of us, for all those who follow Jesus and make His commandment of love the law of every authentic relationship.  Prayer is the constant invocation that comes from the heart of the whole Church, from the heart of each one of us every time we repeat the prayer that Jesus taught us, ‘Your Kingdom come’.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will renew my commitment to a life that is pure and without spot and I will pray:
Lord Jesus, send us apostles and witnesses of the Gospel.  Sustain missionaries and evangelizers.  Grant us Your Spirit of fortitude that we may continue to work incessantly for the rise of ‘the new heavens and the new earth, where justice will dwell forever’.
The voice of Chiara Lubich, evangelizer of our times
Here is the great attraction of our modern times:  to penetrate the highest contemplation and remain amidst everyone, humans with humans.  I want to say more.  We need to lose ourselves in the crowd in order to shape it with the divine, like dipping a crust of bread in wine.  I want to say more.  Be participants in God’s plan for humanity;  mark the crowd with rays of light and at the same time, share with others their disgrace, hunger, blows, their brief joys.  Because the attractiveness of our times, as of every time, is what is the most human and most divine that we can imagine:  Jesus and Mary, the Word of God, the Son of a carpenter, the Seat of Wisdom, the Mother of the house.
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