FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 3, 2008 –  Sixth Saturday of Easter
From the Word of the Day

“Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied.”     (John 14, 8)                                   

How should we live this Word
Philip verbalizes a desire that dwells in every human heart, ‘to see’ God.  We come from Him and we feel irresistibly attracted to Him.  We recognize His fascination and His impalpable presence but when we try to grasp Him with our intellect, He flees our apprehension.  He is always beyond.  It is then that the question spontaneously rises, even in the psalms,  ‘Show me Your face!’.  
In reality, God has already shown His face in the incarnate Word.  But even the disciples who declare that they have seen Him, touched Him, eaten with the risen Lord, do not immediately recognize Him even if He walks alongside them, at the empty tomb, waiting for them on the distant shore.  He always remains somewhat ‘undecipherable’ before which the human mind cannot but remain in adoration.  Only by immersing ourselves in the silence of our whole being can we grasp the echo, because it is in silence that Christ – Word can freely resonate and reveal the Father’s face to us without taking away our nostalgia.

Then, as the eye takes in the luminous ray and  refracts it in the colors of the rainbow, thus does the spirit succeed to grasp something of the divine that soars above it in the imprints found in the humus of creation and of our very existence.  They are fragments of light that speak of the Source and keep our longing alive.
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will immerse myself in adoring silence and I will pray:
Lord, show me Your face!
The voice of John Climacus, a 7th century monk
God is Love.  Whoever wants to define Him would be like a blind person who wants to count the grains of sand in the sea.
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