FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 4, 2008 –  Feast of the Ascension  
From the Word of the Day

“Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”     (Matthew 28, 20)                                   

How should we live this Word
Matthew’s Gospel ends with this phrase and it is like handing over once again all that went before.  That Jesus, whose history we have traversed, listening to the Word, admiring His moral greatness, remaining amazed before the miracles He worked, is not an event to be consigned to the past.  That Jesus is with me, with you, with every person, even with those who ignore or reject Him.  His choice to share our human situation was not removed with His glorification.  He is here, now, in this today in which our existence unfolds.  We can listen to Him, speak with Him, invoke Him, because He is more intimate to us than we are to ourselves.
The Ascension only inaugurated a new way of being present that is no longer subject to creature limitations and therefore, no longer tied to well defined times and places.  He is present to every person, our true brother who is beside us along the journey to sustain , encourage, indicate the course toward that ‘more’ which defines our full realization and opens up to true joy.

Like the disciples of Emmaus, we can walk alongside Him without recognizing Him, but this depends on us, on the fact that all too often our heart is weighed down by sadness and He is joy.  Why do we stubbornly remain in tears near an empty tomb?  Why don’t we listen to His voice that calls us to our truest self?  Why continue gazing up at the distant sky, when the true heaven is within us?
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will immerse myself in the silence of my being to hear His call that is always an invitation to ‘cast out into the deep’ courageously, sustained by the certainty of His constant presence.
Lord Jesus, I know that You are with me and yet all too often I find myself living as though You were elsewhere, far away.  This is why sadness ends up living in my heart and I feel myself overcome by the difficulties of life.  Forgive my little faith and my fragile hope.  Grant that faith and hope may increase in me.
The voice of Frère Roger of Taizè, a witness of our times
Let us keep in mind one certainty.  Which one?  Christ says to each one of us, ‘I love you with a love that will never end.  I will never leave you.  I will be with you always through the Spirit.
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