FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 5, 2008 –  Ninth Thursday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”     
(Mark 12, 30-31)                                   

How should we live this Word
With this, Jesus summarizes the whole Law and the Prophets, individuating with clarity what is substantially the Father’s will for human beings of all times and therefore, for us as well.  A great woman of our times, Chiara Lubich, made her life a mission of love and universal brotherhood, seeking to manifest in the world Jesus’ dream of unity, would say, “Love your neighbor as yourself;  herein you have the greatest law of fraternal love.  The neighbor is another self and as such is to be loved.  If your neighbor cries, you cry too.  If your neighbor laughs, you laugh too.  If ignorant, you be ignorant as well and if a parent has died, immerse yourself in the grief.  You are members of Christ and whatever one suffers, let it be  the same for you. Because what matters for you is that God is the Father of both of you.  Do not seek excuses for not loving.  Neighbor is any one who passes near you, poor or rich, beautiful or ugly, ignorant or learned, sinner or saint, a co-national or an alien, priest or laity; anyone.  Love is based on God and God is Love!”
God does not irk our nature with onerous laws, contrary to our basic inclinations.  To love God and our neighbor is one and the same dynamic of the heart.  And even more, it is a heart that is made according to the Heart of God Himself!  This is why the commandment is one.  LOVE the One who is Love, because this allows us to love each other reciprocally and gives us the power to do so.  It is one, inseparable movement!
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will seek to see with God’s eyes the needs of my heart.  Is there one unified movement of love?  Do my loving and my being loved converge toward Jesus’ way of loving?
Lord, help me to put aside the foolishness of demanding love instead of making the effort to love gratuitously.  You who have loved me to the point of giving Your life for me, grant that I may love You above all else and find in You the strength to lovingly give myself to others, without choosing or preferment.
The voice of Gibran, poet
Give me the supreme certainty in love and of love, this is my prayer, the certainty that belongs to life, to death, to victory in defeat, to power hidden in the most fragile beauty, to that dignity in sorrow, that accepts offense, but disdains to return it with offense.  Give me the strength to Love always and at any cost.
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