FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 5, 2008 –  Monday after Ascension  
From the Word of the Day

“Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now believe?  The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, every man to his home, and will leave me alone; yet I am not alone,

 for the Father is with me’.”     (John 16, 31-32)                                   

How should we live this Word
The apostles are trying to understand what Jesus wants to say with ‘I am going to the Father’ and ‘I have come from the Father and have come into the world; now I leave the world and return to the Father’.   How great was the apostles’ need for the Holy Spirit!?  When they think they have understood, Jesus makes them touch first hand that the journey of faith passes through darkness and dispersion and is reconstructed only by trustful abandonment to the Father.
This is what happens to us today as well.  Like the apostles, we are aware of the overwhelming power of Jesus’ Gospel.  Some of His words open our minds and hearts to fascinating horizons of a fuller life already here on earth.  Through the course of history, many have made quasi social manifests!  But be attentive!  It is not so much His words as His very Person and His whole reality that needs to be received.  To accept Jesus means accepting His whole mystery; His coming from and returning to the Father, His handing Himself over to humans and His dying a shameful death on the cross, His rising.  Thus, like the apostles, we too need the Holy Spirit to understand Jesus and to follow Him within His mystery.
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will invoke the Holy Spirit to increase my faith and grant me peace in Jesus, certain that He has conquered the world.  I will repeat with humble love:
I trust You Jesus.  You have already conquered the world.
The voice of Sergio Jeremiah De Souza, contemporary witness
God is faithful.  He will never abandon you.  In fact, He has taken up His dwelling in you.  If the tree branches hide the sun’s rays, it does not mean that the sun is extinguished.
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