FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 6, 2008 –  Ninth Friday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”     
(2 Timothy 3, 14-15)                                   
How should we live this Word
How much pedagogy there is in Paul’s exhortation to Timothy!  It is as though he is saying, I urge you to refrain from following the crowd.  Do not believe that the latest scientific and technological  discoveries can substitute what has been handed down to you and of which you became ever more convinced by personal and community experience as you grew.  If each new acquisition is not integrated with what went before, then the ‘Seeds of the Word’ present in history cannot mature.  On the contrary, they oppose each other as truth; the latest is the truest, open your eyes!
‘Continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed!’  As a Christian, am I able to remain firm in what I have learned and of which I am convinced?  Are the Sacred Scriptures a font of instruction for me?  Do I know them?  Have I read the Bible or at least the Gospels in their entirety?  Timothy had been taught from his infancy but perhaps I have not.  Just a little over forty years ago, the Scriptures were reserved to Biblists and priests, but since Vatican Council II, we no longer have any excuses.  All Christians are exhorted to maintain continuous contact with the Bible by reading it, studying it, and meditating on it (Cf. DV 25).  St Jerome used to say that ‘ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ’.

However, it is not enough to know the Bible and to read it.  Our heart must be open to faith.  ‘Salvation is obtained through faith in Jesus Christ’.  It is by welcoming Jesus and the power of the Spirit of Wisdom that He effuses on us, which permits us to understand the Scriptures and live what God’s Word tells us.  The Word fundamentally tells us LOVE.  LOVE God and every sister and brother!
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit to help me relish the Word:

 read, contemplated, prayed!
Holy Spirit, help me to be faithful and persevering in my daily meditation of the Word.  Grant that I may let it instruct me, convince me, and even correct me so that my heart may become a heart that is pure and free and capable of loving.
The voice of St. Gregory the Great, poet
It is useless to ask who has written these things because through faith we know that the author of the Bible is the Holy Spirit.  He is the author because He has inspired this work and, through the efforts of the writer, He has transmitted to us these actions to imitate.  To try to find out who wrote it is like reading a letter and being preoccupied about knowing which pen was used.
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