FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 6, 2008 –  Tuesday after Ascension  
From the Word of the Day

“This is eternal life, that they know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”     (John 17, 3)                                   

How should we live this Word
The sole aim of all of Jesus’ activity was the Father’s glorification.  His every word had the sole object of making the Father known, the Fount of Love, the very Heart of God!  He has attracted us within this love because only within this love can we have salvation!  Salvation is not to come; it is already here, now.  ‘This is eternal life; to know You…and the One You have sent!’.  Salvation consists in this knowing God as Jesus knows Him and has revealed Him in His Person.
In biblical language, ‘to know’ means to ‘dwell’, to enter into a higher quality of life, the very life of God.  Here all is transfigured and assumes the depth of the infinite, of eternity, of fullness, of totality.  Isn’t this what our heart desires and yearns for when in the daily drama we dream of ‘somewhere else’, a beyond, something more that finally sates our thirst for the infinite?  

Jesus has given this to us plentifully.  He brought Love to us and leads us to Love, in the womb of the Trinity.  This is eternal life.  Right now by accepting Jesus we are saved and participate in the glory of the Father in the Holy Spirit.  We already live in God.
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will ask the Holy Spirit:
Grant that I may know You, the one true God, and the One You have sent, Jesus Christ.  In Him, I glorify You in my daily gestures.
The voice of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, mystic
In the poor, in our sisters, in our brothers, there is Jesus.  Thus we are in His presence twenty four hours a day.  This is why we are contemplatives in the world.
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