FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 7, 2008 –  Ninth Saturday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander into myths.”     (2 Timothy 4, 3-4)                                   
How should we live this Word
Hasn’t this day already arrived?  Isn’t this a description of our times?  We do not want to be agnostics and pessimists, but today the style is ‘make your own truth’.  There are recipes for every taste and every occasion!  
In the globalized scene that surrounds us, it is easy to find and to buy spiritual solutions cheaply at every crossroad and through the media.  There are amulets and candles, incense and dance, the ‘little saint’ that sings in tongues, transcendent meditation and the Bible opened at chance to find the answers to every day life.  They are all practices that are inter-changeable, more or less magic, that generate a lot of confusion.

Today as yesterday, St. Paul repeats, “Preach the Word, be urgent in season and out of season, convince, rebuke, and exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching”.  Even though it is important to leave space in our spiritual life for emotion, intuition, and personal sensitivity, it is not possible to overlook the illumination of the mind and the heart that comes from ‘sound doctrine’ based on Sacred Scripture and on ancient Church Tradition from the Fathers and the great saints.
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will ask the Holy Spirit for the gifts of counsel and intellect so that I will know how to discern between myth and sound doctrine.
Spirit of Wisdom and of Truth, do not allow me to be overtaken by the ‘itch to hear’ novelties and to find easy and immediate solutions.  Help me to be a humble seeker and servant of the Truth of Jesus and of His Church.
The voice of St. John Chrysostom, Church Father
When we feel lazy, our soul needs continuous exhortation.  The same way that our body needs to be nourished every day, to the point of being unable to accomplish any activity when we are only slightly sick, thus the soul too has need of spiritual food and of a well conducted life so that goodness becomes habitual, the soul becomes invincible, and is able to resist the temptations of the evil one.
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