FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 8, 2008 –  Tenth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God, rather than burnt offerings.”     (Hosea 6, 6)                                   
How should we live this Word
With this little but great prophet, the history of salvation becomes a ‘love story’ of God with human beings.  While our love for God ‘is like the morning mist, like the dew that disappears with the dawn’, His love for us is like the autumn and spring rain; regular, gentle, tender, that slowly penetrates the earth and renders it fecund.  We love God by giving Him something of ourselves, sacrifices and holocausts.  He, instead, gives us Himself, His entire Self.  This is why Hosea, although he sings of salvation as a ‘love story’, is also the one who most clearly places before the Israelites and us as well, the grave sin of adultery, the deepest infidelity.  Sin is not merely the simple transgression of the law.  It is the betrayal of love, that of God and of every sister and brother.
“I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice”, God tells us through Hosea.  In the Gospel, Jesus renders explicit the  relational dynamics of this love, “I want mercy and not sacrifice”.    No one of us can say I never harm anyone, I do not steal, I do not criticize, I do not calumniate.  Instead, I pray, I go to Mass.  “Let us press on to know the Lord”.  He does not count what we do not do in order to be good but that which we do to be LOVE.  He created us for this!
In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will visualize the earth bathed by the rain of God’s faithful and tender love.
Lord my God, free me from  my infidelity to Your love.  Grant that I may never trade it with any other!  Grant that I may give myself totally to You, as You have given Yourself totally to me.
The voice of Isaac of Nineveh, Desert Father
Brother, I recommend this to you.  Let the scales in you weigh in favor of compassion to the point that you feel the very compassion of God for the world in your heart.
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