FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 8, 2008 –  Thursday after Ascension  
From the Word of the Day

“The glory which thou hast given me I have give to them, that they may be one even as we are one.  I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one.”    
 (John 17, 22-23)                                   

How should we live this Word
Jesus gave His apostles the glory He received from the Father, calling them to follow Him.  Thus this glory is Jesus Himself, His death and resurrection.  Jesus’ glory is not triumphalism but a movement of service resplendent His docility to the Father and in giving Himself to the world.  This is His life!  
The apostles and today the Church, become the place of His glory in the measure that they make themselves obedient and transparent to Love.  In fact, the glorification of Jesus is not the apostolic success of the disciples, of us, of each of us but rather our very existence, an existence rooted in Christ, in kathòs, as it is between Him and the Father, in that ‘as we are one’.  The union of the Father with Jesus is the model and the font of every unity and the place of the Trinity’s glorification and of every creature that bears His imprint.  We are called to this unity!  This is the unity we are called to build!
“I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one”.  It is a unity that comes from on high, “I in them and Thou in me”.  It’s origin is gratuitous and invisible but it has an aim that requires visibility, “that they may believe”.  The origin is invisible but the effects are visible.  Then unity becomes diffusive and effusive love, generosity, empathy, friendship, service, communion, self-giving, joy and glory!
Today in my pause for contemplation, I will pray the Holy Spirit to allow me to enter mystically into the ‘as we are one’.  There, in the heart of the Trinity, I will pray:
Jesus, come to me with the Father in the Spirit so that my life may be a humble and passionate service of unity.
The voice of Ignatius of Antioch, apostolic Father
We must form one chorus, taking the note from God, concentrating on the closest harmony so as to worship the Father with one voice through Jesus Christ.  He will listen to you and will recognize from your work that you are His Son’s song.
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