FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

June 9, 2008 –  Tenth Monday of Ordinary Time  
From the Word of the Day

“Blessed are the poor in spirit…those who mourn…the meek…the seekers of righteousness…the merciful…the pure…the peacemakers…Rejoice and be glad.”     (Matthew 5, 1-12)                                   
How should we live this Word
Jesus teaches His disciples with this beautiful Sermon on the Mount.  He teaches them that following Him requires a new way of thinking, of seeing, of imagining the Kingdom of God.  In the book ‘Jesus of Nazareth’, the Pope explains that the Beatitudes are to be read in the context of the Bible in order to understand them profoundly because they are the transference of the Cross and the Resurrection into the life of the disciple.  ‘Their meaning cannot be explained solely theoretically.  It must be proclaimed in life, in suffering, in the mysterious joy of the disciple who is given totally to following the Lord’.
Thus the model for a disciple is Jesus Himself who lived the beatitudes in His own life until His death on the cross.  He has forever overturned and transformed the world’s values, offering each person the promise of blessedness in this world and in life eternal.  In his Gospel, Matthew presents Jesus as the truly Blessed One, the Poor One who has no where to lay His head (Mt. 8, 20), the Meek One who can say with authority, ‘Come to Me who am meek and humble of heart…’(Mt. 11, 28), the Man of  Peace who suffers for the reign of justice and peace.
In some way, we too are poor, hungry, mournful.  Sometimes, we are the ones rejected, persecuted, attacked, because we seek to live and witness to another reality to unbelievers who find it hard to understand.  We must not be afraid or give in to compromises.  Jesus calls us ‘blessed’ because the Promise is already fulfilled for us who accept suffering as it presents itself, day after day, recognizing it with eyes of faith as nothing other than the transference of the cross and the resurrection into our history.  Our life that witnesses to hope in God who is Father, Son, and Spirit becomes in itself an invitation to our sisters and brothers to accept the promise of the beatitudes.

In my pause for silent contemplation today, I will re-read the Beatitudes and I will ask myself if I am truly conscious of my dignity as a child of God and a disciple of Jesus.
Lord Jesus, I thank You for the gift of faith and I ask You to help me live the values of the beatitudes with greater awareness so that I may truly be Your friend.  Following You, I will reach the promised Kingdom with all those You place alongside me.
The voice of Pope Benedict XVI
If we begin to look at and live Christ, if we walk in Jesus’ company, we will live according to new criteria.  Then some of the future, of what is to come will be present already.  When Jesus is our starting point,  then joy in tribulation enters in.

House of Prayer “San Biagio” – SUBIACO RM          
 E-mail: sanbiagi@casadipreghiera.191.it - Website: www.sanbiagio.org
